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NCA Cave Talk
NATIONAL

Barbara Munson,

Coordinator

4138 Dark Hollow Rd.
McMinnville. TN 37110
Phone (615) 668-3925
Fax (615) 668-3988

CAVES ASSOCIATION

July 22, 1997
CONVENTION

By now you've received the first, and possibly second, 1997 NCA
Convention mailing. The dates are September 22 - 26.
Convention
Chairman Randy Langhover, along with President Roger Lefebvre, has
planned a full and interesting week - to explore new ideas in show cave
operation and management - to make new friendships and to renew old
ones
and to enjoy being with other people in the same business.
"'Pre-Convention tours to area caves will be available both Saturday
and Sunday. "'The Ozarks are very popular in September, so please be
sure to make your room reservations as soon as possible if you plan to
stay in Mountain View Friday night following our afternoon and evening
at BLANCHARD SPRINGS CAVERNS. Questions about the Convention.
call
Randy at COSMICCAVERNS, 870-749-2298.

FOCUS TABLE

Again this year, members are asked to bring items that have sold well
for them this year or have been especially useful. These items will be
displayed on the Focus Table. Your business card and information about
where the item can be purchased should accompany each item.

MORE INFO

For more information about Eureka Springs - things to do and see - or
if you are interested in staying"a night or two at one of the many
charming bed and breakfast locations, you can call the Chamber of
Commerce at 1-800-6-EUREKA.

SCRAPBOOK MEMORABILIA
NCA Historian Judy Smith asks you to put your thinking caps
on and rummage around your caves and homes for any pictures, programs,
or
folders
from area attractions visited, etc. from past NCA
conventions-for the NCA Scrapbook.
Forward these as soon as possible
to Judy at MARENGO CAVE, PO Box 217, Marengo, IN 47140. The success of
the Scrapbook is in all of your hands-you provide the material and Judy
will do the work!
~
POSSIBLE VISIT

Steve Devonish, of the Barbados National Conservation Commission,
which administers HARRISON'S CAVE, has not attended our any of our NCA
Conventions, but is considering attending this year. If you would like
to extend an invitation to visit your cave while he is in the US, his
address is, Steve Devonish, National Conservation Commission, #1
Sturges, PO Box 25T, St.
Thomas, Barbados, West Indies, Phone.
246-438-77621, Fax, 246-438-7767, e-mail, proncc@caribsurf.com.

IS THERE A NEED?
We'd like to know if you have had a significant number of
requests from school groups, etc. to show the CAVES AND CAVERNS video
with Closed Captions? A new master tape can be made, but it would be
rather expensive, and each tape would cost $3.00 more.
GOOD NEWS

As part new National Parks Initiative Three-year Program, MAMMOTH CAVE
NATIONAL PARK now keeps 80 percent of the 50-cent to $1 tour ticket
increases that went into effect this spring and of any other increases

implemented during program. This could amount to an additional $150,000
to $180,000 for the park.
Public Information Officer Vickie Carson
said rate additional increases are already planned as part of the
park's annual review of services and prices. In the past, National
Parks have been forced to rely entirely on congressional allocations.
The Mammoth Cave NP Fee Demonstration money will be used to .....Help
renovate the Visitors' Center and move Ticket Sales to a new location
....Hire more guides and support staff to conduct additional tours from
mid-June through September ....Expand park day use and residential
educational facilities ....Improvement and rehabilitation of the visitor
center plaza, and the Heritage Trail, as well as some shelters.
A major new PERC study, "Back to the Future to Save Our
USER SUPPORTED PARKS
Parks," stresses user support. The study notes sixteen state park
systems earn at least half their operating funds from fees, and two
systems fund their entire operations out of park generated revenues.
GETTING THE WORD OUT
FANTASTIC CAVERNS Hill be featured in Southern Living
magazine this fall.
There Has also a nice Hriteup and large color
photo in the May 25th St. Louis Post-Dispatch. Also, YOUNG AMERICA
OUTDOORS, a nationally syndicated TV program, will feature a segment
about FANTASTIC CAVERNS' Summer Discovery Program.
www.luraycaverns.com
Announcing LURAY CAVERNS'
their goals are discovery and
historical data as well as learn
quizzes, experiments, pictures and
FESTIVAL

new web site, Cornelia Spain states
education. Viewers discover valuable
with the help of quick facts, pop
other interactive surprises.

New this year at PENN'S CAVE, the Gathering of the People Festival,
September 19, 20 & 21. An Inter-Tribal Pow-Wow will also be featured.

INCREASED AWARENESS
Good media coverage for any ~
of our NCA member caves raises
the public awareness of all show caves and benefits all our members ..
AWARD

Hichael Sutton and his wife, Susan Hagan, received the 1997 Annual
NCA/NSS Best Convention Paper Award presented by Gordon Smith during
~
the recent NSS Convention in Hissouri.

REQUESTS

As a result of an article in Coast to Coast, we're getting a lot of
requests for our NCA CAVES AND CAVERNS brochure.

SURVEY

The }lembership Data & Survey Committee's Annual Business Survey makes
it possible for all member caves to compare their business with others
around the country. Results are expressed in percentages, averages,
highs, lows, etc., so individual replies remain confidential. Questions
for the Sixth Annual Survey will be mailed in early August
please
respond promptly so the Committee can have the results ready for the
September Meeting.

DUES

1998 NCA Hembership Dues become due and payable October 1st and become
delinquent if not paid by January 1. Because some members like pay
these dues during the summer season, statements Hill be mailed in midAugust as usual.

HELP NEEDED

The American Council

of Highway Advertisers (ACHA) urgently needs your

membership and help. A highway bill is currently pending in Congress,
and there are strong indications the process will continue well into
next year. The ACHA must haye sufficient members to support efforts to
keep damaging amendments from being inserted into the bill. Contact us
for a membership brochure.
ISCA

In August Gordon and Judy Smith will be attending the International
Association of Show Caves meeting in Switzerland - and visiting many of
the great European show caves.

ACCESSIBILITY

Responding to the need to evaluate existing trails and outdoor
environments - and to provide information to users of all abilities,
about the degree of accessibility, Beneficial Designs, Inc.
has
created a family of products and information-collecting systems called
Universal Access Information (UAI). There are different types of UAI,
depending on the environment being evaluated. This type of research
and signage could be useful to NCA members in developing outdoor use
areas. It is also possible the NCA might work with Beneficial Designs
to develop some show cave tour user information. We'll have more
information available at the Convention - meanwhile you might want to
visit their Web site at http://www.beneficialdesigns.com.
We'd like to
have your comments.

BATS

A recent survey found WAR EAGLE CAVE, at Rogers, Arkansas, has the
second largest grey bat population in the country.

CAVE MANAGEMENT
The 13th National Cave Management Symposium, Highlighting Forest
Karst Ecosystems, will be held October 7-10, 1997 in Bellingham,
Washington. There will be field trips to northern end of Vancouver
Island, Chilliwack Valley, Prince of Wales Island, and Mt.St.Helens.
Registration should be made before September 15th. We'll mail or Fax
the information or you can use their e-mail: rstitt@wingeseed.com.
ONLINE OPPORTUNITY
Vapor Trails, http://wwwvaportrails.com. is an online travel
magazine covering a wide variety of travel topics and destinations.
All articles are featured for one month, then archived at th~ site
indefinitely. There is support for full color text, graphics and
photos, and is currently reaching about 10,000 readers a month.
An
article which will include the directory of the National Caves
Association. will probably be featured in the September issue, online
Sept. 1, Anyone interested in exchanging links with Vapor Trails should
email
the editor, Cheri Sicard (cheri@vaportrails.com).
VISITOR
MANAGEMENT In a interesting, lengthy article "Best Practice In Visitor
Management," in the June 1997 Australasian Journal, Elery HamiltonSmith and others outline and discuss various aspects of successfully
showing caves to visitors.
One of the first questions addressed is:
"Do we give enough attention to ensuring that every visitor receives a
memorable rather than a routine experience?" Let us know if you would
like to read the article.

